       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #31
*PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Marissa Faust (Home had surgery); *Elmer Keiter, (Home); *Janelle Miller, (Hosp); Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Dennis & Janette Leitzel; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maiche; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; James Brown; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers, (Shirley Miller’s niece’s son); Justin Hoffman, (Barb Croutharmel’s nephew); Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Michelle Chubb, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Amanda Stough; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller, (Gary/Carol Millers’ sister); Betty Feger, (Peggy Berra’s cousin);
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
   [image: image1.emf]


                                     August 7, 2022

     Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Guest Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Leon Shaffer, Sharon Fetterhoff, Communion Servers

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 7, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
 Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted.    (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    Lighting of candles
Announcements, Call to Worship                   Norine Goss                                                                            
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:   Let all who love the Lord gather together in worship and praise.
P:  Much of the world is focused on greed, so many things draw us away from God; we are tempted by trinkets and gadgets.

L:  We are called to share with the world God’s redeeming love while we place our interest in worldly things.
P:  But Christ calls us to a higher level. 

L: We are called to focus our lives on living as God would have us live.
P: We are called to be open to ways of service and compassion and focus on the things of God’s kingdom. Amen.
L:  Come let us worship together.

 *Hymn -                “Seek Ye First”                      Page 42
*Invocation                                                            Pastor 

O God of hope, who takes us from creation to be the heirs of a heavenly hope. Grant the fullness of Your presence so that we may live in awe of Your splendor, in devotion of Your gospel, in love for Your Kingdom, and in longing for the coming of Your Son, in whose name we pray.  Amen

 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 49:1-12  (Responsively)   (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: Colossians 3:1-11                    (See Insert)   Dave Novinger
Hymn -          “I’d Rather Have Jesus”                   Page 517 

Sermon Text*: Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 (See Insert)   Rachael Bryson 
Sermon:         “Don’t live like a Fool”     Rev. Kristine Heckard 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                           Pastor  
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION -                                Rev. Heckard
      *Hymn -     “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”    Page 601
      *Benediction                                                           Pastor
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

      *Extinguishing of candles

Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                             Congregation      

“Go now in peace.”                                                   Pastor


Post-Service Music 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Rev. Kristine Heckard for worshipping with us and being our Guest Pastor today.

Worship Service: We welcome you today August 7th the Ninth Sunday After Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Aug.    7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

                - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor 

               Special Congregational Meeting following Worship             

Aug.    9 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out 
Aug.  14 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Interim Pastor
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sunday August 7th following worship service.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August  9, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Choice of Hamburger or Hot dog, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, fruit (choice of watermelon or cantaloupe), Cupcake (Choice of Choc cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/white icing). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Aug. 4th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Aug. 7- Dave Novinger; Aug. 14 - Donna Novinger; Aug. 21 - To be announced.     If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: Aug. 7 - Dave Novinger, Rachael Bryson; Aug. 14 - Sue Faust, Gerry Wiest; Aug. 21 - Marie Herb, Leon Shaffer.   If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-Responsive - Psalm 49:1-12 (NIV)
1 Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all who live in this world,
2 both low and high, rich and poor alike:
3 My mouth will speak words of wisdom;
    the meditation of my heart will give you understanding.
4 I will turn my ear to a proverb;
    with the harp I will expound my riddle:
5 Why should I fear when evil days come,
    when wicked deceivers surround me—
6 those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great riches?
7 No one can redeem the life of another
    or give to God a ransom for them—
8 the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough—
9 so that they should live on forever and not see decay.
10 For all can see that the wise die,
    that the foolish and the senseless also perish,
    leaving their wealth to others.
11 Their tombs will remain their houses forever,
    their dwellings for endless generations,
    though they had named lands after themselves.
12 People, despite their wealth, do not endure;
    they are like the beasts that perish.
2nd Reading - New Testament - Colossians 3:1-11 (NLT)
3 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world.

 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on 
2nd Reading - N.T. Colossians 3:1-11 (NLT)  (Continued)
your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.
3rd Reading -Gospel-Sermon Scripture - Luke 12:13-21 (NLT)
13 Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s estate with me.” 14 Jesus replied,

“Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?” 15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.” 16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 
17 He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’ 21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”

People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
Attendance: 
In-person worship for July 31 was ​44. 
Face book views for July 31 as of Aug. 3 were ​38.
Face book views for July 24 as of Aug. 3 were 42.
1ST Hymn: “Seek Ye First” (Page 42 Red Hymnal)
Karen Lafferty    LAFFERTY   © 1972 CCCM Music
CCLI Song # 1352   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things
Shall be added unto you
Allelu alleluia
Verse 2   Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door
Shall be opened unto you
Allelu alleluia
2ND Hymn: “I’d Rather Have Jesus” (Page 517 Red Hymnal)      

(George Beverly Shea | Rhea F. Miller (I’D RATHER HAVEJESUS)  

CCLI Song # 16653  CCLI License # 2572107    Public Domain

Verse 1    I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold
I'd rather be His than have riches untold
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands
I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hand    Chorus
Chorus    Than to be the king of a vast domain
And be held in sin's dread sway
I'd rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today
Verse 2    I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause
I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause
I'd rather have Jesus than worldwide fame
I'd rather be true to His holy name              Chorus
Verse 3     He's fairer than lilies of rarest bloom
He's sweeter than honey from out the comb
He's all that my hungering spirit needs
I'd rather have Jesus and let Him lead          Chorus
History of Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”

      Lord Dismiss us with Your Blessing This hymn was written by English Baptist minister John Fawcett (1740-1817), and first published in 1791. With meter 8.7.8.7.8.7, it is usually sung to the Italian tune, SICILIAN MARINERS, which was traditionally used for the Marian hymn "O Sanctissima". Tradition presents a beautiful image of Sicilian seamen singing this hymn together at the end of each day at sea. 

      In addition to this version, there are at least four hymns that share the same first line “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” written by Fawcett, Robert Hawker (an Anglican minister and Henry James Buckoll, an Anglican schoolmaster composed two hymns with the same first line. Fawcett originally had three stanzas but most hymnals have just two stanzas.

     The hymn with two short stanzas in many hymnals reminds us to carry an awareness of God beyond the worship service, asking for refreshment, yet acknowledging that as we leave our worship space, we are going back into the wilderness of the secular world. We need God’s sustaining love and peace even more during the times we are not in worship.  The original first stanza was “in this dry and barren place” was replaced with “traveling through this wilderness in 1774 in A Collection of Hymns and Psalms by Various Authors, edited by Anglican priest Richard Conyers and this alteration became the favored version. The second stanza ends with a prayer to God that this victory of our salvation should remain in our hearts and be evident in our lives so that we may continue ever faithful to God’s truth.
Link to hymn “Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” Pg. 601
https://youtu.be/SWPeOGJpfX0 

https://youtu.be/lmoHItZo_jc 

Hymn: “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” (Page 601 Red Hymnal)     John Fawcett  (Sicilian Mariners)   Public Domain
CCLI Song # 7027711  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Lord dismiss us with thy blessing
Fill our hearts with joy and peace
Let us each thy love possessing
Triumph in redeeming grace
O refresh us O refresh us
Travelling through this wilderness
Verse 2    Thanks we give and adoration
For thy gospel's joyful sound
May the fruits of thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound
Ever faithful ever faithful
To the truth may we be found
            ___________________________________________________________________________
SORT CLOTHING: If anyone can spare an hour or more and wants to help sort clothing during the week at Halifax H. S.  Cafeteria beginning Aug. 8th to Aug. 11th to prepare for the Back-to-School Free Yard Sale.  Help is also needed during the B-t-S yard sale on Fri. Aug. 12 and Sat. Aug. 13! See the signup sheet in the narthex.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August  9, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Choice of Hamburger or Hot dog, Macaroni salad (fruit (choice of watermelon or cantaloupe), Cupcake (Choice of Choc cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/white icing). Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

Link to hymn See Ye First Pg. 42

https://youtu.be/QS_sSFPd3Ao?t=2
Link to hymn “I’d Rather Have Jesus”  Pg. 517

https://youtu.be/6XCWeRoHbhE 

Seek Ye First The Kingdom Of God

    "Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God" is a Christian hymn written by Karen Lafferty in 1971, (she was born on February 29, 1948 in Alamogordo, New Mexico, and she is an American Contemporary Christian musician. The hymn was inspired by Matthew 6:33 "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."  She wrote it after a Bible study on the verse at Calvary Chapel and has become one of the most well-known praise songs, entered in many recent hymnals. This hymn calls us to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness. The original version only included a single verse with a refrain of alleluias, which can also be sung in canon with the verse. Other verses of anonymous authorship have been added based on Matthew 7:7 and Matthew 4:4. It is occasionally included in Christian children's songbooks.

    Lafferty’s website provides a summary of the direction of her ministry for the last twenty years: In 1995 after leading the first “School of Music in Missions” in Amsterdam, Karen felt she needed to return to the US to help her elderly parents. She relocated to Santa Fe, New Mexico and incorporated YWAM Santa Fe to be the new home of Musicians For Missions International. Although Karen has become very involved with local Santa Fe churches, her call to the nations remains strong. She is still a world traveling troubadour who loves to share the Love of Jesus through music. A concert or seminar with Karen is filled with not only her varied musical styles from light rock to country to traditional hymns but is also an experience that takes you around the world with the songs and stories of the people and places that are on God’s heart. Her latest recording “Multitudes – The Sound of Many Nations” [2002] is a reflection of her life’s work with musicians from many nations.
Hymn story of “I'd Rather Have Jesus”
   "I’d Rather Have Jesus" is a hymn written in 1922 by Rhea F. Miller (1894-1966) with the music composed by George Beverly Shea (1909-2013 born in Winchester, Ontario, Canada). This hymn is about dedication and commitment to Jesus. "I’d Rather Have Jesus" is a song written by Rhea F. Miller with the tune written by George Beverly Shea. This poem, penned in 1922, was left on a piano in the Shea home by Bev Shea who wanted her son to find it and change the trajectory of his life.  Rhea F. Miller taught piano and traveled all around the area teaching piano. She had a special mission in life to get into pastors’ homes and teach their kids how to play the piano so they would have something to contribute to the church when they became adults. She taught them for free, hoping to make up the difference with her other students. She was a very inspirational woman and made a deep impact upon many lives. She was very positive, always smiling, full of encouragement, and always enthusiastic.
    The lyrics, ‘I’d rather have Jesus’, inspired George so much and conveyed to him about his own goals and ambitions in life. He sat at the piano and began singing them with a tune that seemed to fit the words. Shea’s mother heard him singing and requested him to sing it at church.  Little did they know that the song was destined to become one of the most well-known of all recent Christian hymns. George’s life direction did change. He was presented a popular music career with NBC, but years later chose to work with evangelist Billy Graham and sang this hymn around the world. He signed with RCA Victor and they spotlighted their new singer singing I’d Rather Have Jesus. Mr. Shea commented, “Over the years I’ve not sung any song more than I’d Rather Have Jesus, but I never grow weary of Mrs. Miller’s heartfelt words.” He allowed these words to guide and direct him as a young man, and we are better for it. Otherwise he may never have teamed up with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Crusades and shared such a powerful message with the world in song. This hymn is a testimony of his life. George Beverley-Shea yielded his talents and his life to the service of Christ at a very early age. He realized that in this life only what is done for Christ has any lasting value. It is because of this that his singing has been a blessing around the world. The impact this song has had, by influencing and changing lives for God, will only be fully evaluated in eternity.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #31                   August 7, 2022                    “Don’t live like a Fool”

                                            Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

This Sunday August 7 Pastor Kris Heckard is our Guest Pastor. She wrote the meditation. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who love the Lord gather together in worship and praise.
P: Much of the world is focused on greed, so many things draw us away from God; we are tempted by trinkets and gadgets.

L: We are called to share with the world God’s redeeming love while we place our interest in worldly things.
P: But Christ calls us to a higher level. 

L: We are called to focus our lives on living as God would have us live.
P: We are called to be open to ways of service and compassion and focus on the things of God’s kingdom. Amen.
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

O God of hope, who takes us from creation to be the heirs of a heavenly hope. Grant the fullness of Your presence so that we may live in awe of Your splendor, in devotion of Your gospel, in love for Your Kingdom, and in longing for the coming of Your Son, in whose name we pray.  Amen

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 49:1-12

New Testament: Colossians 3:1-11
*Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

Meditation: “Don’t live like a Fool”

Two years ago during the pandemic when the state required that everything shut down, we all did what we had to so we could be safe and secure.  We were stocking up on food and paper items for fear we would be without.  Baking supplies; flour, boxed cake mixes, and icing were cleared off the shelves.   The hot item was toilet paper.  Everyone was buying up all the toilet paper.  At Karn’s in Carlisle the whole aisle of canned goods was wiped out.  The cashier told us that some lady came in and bought every case they had of canned soups and vegetables.  She was so disturbed about this.  I remember her comment – “Some people are just down-right greedy.”  And there was some truth in that.  But there is a difference between greed and the desire for security and we are going to talk about that

Our scripture lesson today begins with a man who was down-right greedy.  This man was having a dispute with his brother over the inheritance of his father’s estate.  The law gave two thirds to the older son and one third to the younger son.  It was common practice for Rabbis to settle legal disputes.

So this man in the crowd, probably taking Jesus to be a rabbi, says to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.”  The man who made this request could think of only one thing; the inheritance!  He was probably the younger of the two brothers and convinced that he was being cheated out of his share.

So, Jesus answers, “. . . Man, who appointed me judge or arbitrator in your case?”  Jesus definitely refused to comply with the request; probably for two reasons:

1.  He didn’t want to ignore the authorities who were supposed to take care of such matters; and 

2. He himself had been appointed to a far more important task, namely, to seek and to save the lost.

He knew that this man’s preoccupation with this inheritance had its root in greed.  So he issues a warning not only to the man but to the entire multitude.  

In verse 15 it says, “He said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against greed of every description.
In order to drive home his point he tells a parable.

 “The ground of a certain rich man produced bumper crops.  So he carried on a dialogue within himself, saying, What shall I do, for I have no space where I can store my crops?  Then he said, This is what I’ll do:  I will tear down my barns and I will build bigger ones, And there I will store all my grain and goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years.  Take it easy; eat, drink, and have a good time.”

When the rich man talks in this parable, he talks only to himself, and the only person he refers to is himself: “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry’” (Luke 12:17-19).

What a fool!  What at fool!  The rich man’s land has produced abundantly.  He was tremendously blessed, yet he expressed no sense of gratitude to God or to the workers who had helped him plant and harvest this bumper crop. He has more grain and goods in storage than he could ever hope to use, yet he seems to have no thought of sharing it with anyone, and no thought of what God might require of him. The man called the fruits of the ground and the possessions he had, “my crops” and “my goods.”  He became puffed up, prideful with what he had done.  He began to think of bigger and bigger, of I and I, of my and my.  He is blind to the fact that his life is not his own to secure, but that his life belongs to God, and that God can demand it back at any time.

Like the rich farmer, we are tempted to think that having large amounts of money and possessions stored up will give us security. Sooner or later, however, we learn that no amount of wealth or property can secure our lives. No amount of wealth can protect us from disease, or from a tragic accident. No amount of wealth can keep our relationships healthy and our families from falling apart. In fact, wealth and property can easily drive a wedge between family members, as in the case of the brothers fighting over their inheritance at the beginning of this text.

The rich farmer is a fool not because he is wealthy or because he saves for the future, but because he appears to live only for himself.  He’s not thinking about his neighbor and how he could share some of his abundance.  He is only interested in securing his life with his abundant possessions.
Applying this to our present-day situation, I think of my own neighborhood.  It is growing leaps and bounds.  They are developing all around us and building bigger and bigger homes.  The standard is not a 2 car garage, but a three car garage.  More room for more stuff.  And George and I are no different.  A few years ago we decided we needed a shed because the garage was getting so full of our stuff it was difficult to get out of the cars.  When the inspector from the township came out to approve the project for the shed, he said much to my surprise, the only advice I would give you is to go bigger.  You can never go big enough.  

We really don’t need all this stuff.  I tell George he doesn’t really need 15 fishing rods.  And he in turn tells me I really don’t need all 5 sets of dishes.  Every now and then it’s good for us to stop and pause to get our priorities in order to remember where all this stuff comes from and to thank God for what we have and to remember our life is not our own.  It belongs to God and His mission here on this earth.  And that’s when we start to ask ourselves whether we are doing all we should be doing for the people in this world around us.

When my daughter Jenny was in College she met her future husband, Bill.  They were in the same dorm.  The girls were on the first floor of the dorm and the guys were on the second floor.  Jenny used to tell all about Bills mother and how she would go to the grocery store with a stack of coupons and spend $30.00 on groceries which were worth about $300.00.  She would load up her station wagon and off to the college she would go to make her monthly delivery to the dorm.  She delivered detergent, fabric softener, bath soap, toothpaste, cereal, soups, tuna fish, granola bars, you name it she had it.  And she gave it all to the college students free of charge.  They loved her!

Carolyn passed away last year and I went down to Virginia to the funeral.  I had to chuckle to myself when the Pastor started to talk about Carolyn’s couponing.  Apparently she used her coupons to keep the church’s food pantry filled with all kinds of canned goods and nonperishable items.  She truly was one of a kind and our world needs more people like her.

Have you considered the number of people living on this earth.  It is estimated that at the time when this parable was spoken there were about one-fourth of a billion people living on earth.  Not until the year A.D 1830 did the number reach one billion, and a century later two billion.  Today the estimated world population is 7.96 billion people.  That’s a lot of people!

All the people on this earth need food, they need homes, they need education and healthy bodies and the availability of doctors and medicine.  In certain regions of the earth there are people who are starving.  Some people on this earth are living in unfavorable conditions – poor soil, lack of sanitation, crude farm equipment, and lack of technical skills.  When I think of all this fishing rods and dishes don’t seem so important.

What the hungry people of this earth need are more people like Carolyn.  But they also need people to teach technical skill, knowledge and application of the rules of hygiene, of crop-raising and soil cultivation and irrigation and in some instances better seed and a sufficient number of good doctors.  All these needs are urgent.  

You might say to yourself, we as a church can meet a little bit of these needs especially those close to us with our outreach to the community and support of missionaries through the denomination. Through these efforts we can share the abundance that God has given to us.  Remember, it’s not mine or yours to keep, but God’s to share with those around us.

It is not that God doesn’t want us to save for retirement or future needs. It is not that God doesn’t want us to enjoy what He has given us. We know from the Gospels that Jesus spent time eating and drinking with people and enjoying life. But he was also clear about where his true security lay.

God said to the rich man, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” (Luke 12:20)

It is all about priorities. It is about who is truly God in our lives. It’s about how we invest our lives with the gifts that God has given us. It’s about how our lives are fundamentally aligned: toward ourselves and our passing desires, or toward God and our neighbor, toward God’s mission to bless and redeem the world.  It’s about sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Our lives and possessions are not our own. We can’t take them in a u-haul with us when we die.  They belong to God. We are merely stewards of them for the time God has given us on this earth. 

This truth is actually good news. Because all that we are and all that we have belongs to God, our future is secure beyond all measure in Him.  Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Father God, we praise You and worship You this day.  We thank You for the many provisions You make for us.  We especially thank you for Your Son and the sacrifice made on our behalf so that we may experience Your riches both now and in heaven.  We thank You for the timely reminders throughout the Gospel that we are to cast all our concerns on You; all our emotional, financial, relational and daily worries and fears.  We know that all things are under Your sovereign control and we thank You for providing all we ever need.  Help us to develop the right attitude towards every day needs and the necessities of life.  Keep us mindful that worry starts with a simple doubt about your goodness.  But doubt is displaced when we trust in You with all our heart and don’t lean on our own understanding.  Help us to trust You in all things and to place our worries in your hands.  

We place our sick under Your care.  We pray for _______________________________________________________

and humbly ask that You restore Your servants to health again.  Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge Your will and healing grace.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . .  Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

